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Possession is one of the most important systems in Property Law. With the 
rapid development of economy, the physical dominance was transformed into 
abstract conceptual dominance by law. Thus, possession was legalized and 
idealistic, which provided room for the existence and development of indirect 
possession. The division of direct possession and indirect possession was 
finally established in the modern legislation of German Civil Code and 
constituted a method to build the possession system. It is hotly argued whether 
indirect possession is necessary for civil law in China and never reached an 
agreement among scholars. If we want to answer this question, profound study 
of indirect possession will be essential. From such a perspective and with the 
historical and comparative methodology, this dissertation tried to prove that the 
indirect possession has its special function and cannot be replaced by other 
system.  
The first chapter of this dissertation elaborates the legislative and 
academic research about indirect possession and analyses the history of indirect 
possession through historical methodology,. Holding the viewpoint that indirect 
possession was not generated in roman law but initiated from Gewere in 
Teutonic law . Through the case study on the indirect possession theories and 
legislations of different Countries and regions, the second chapter reveals the 
different attitudes of different Countries and regions by the methodology of 
comparison. Based on the study above, the third chapter explains the nature of 
indirect possession and the function of it. This special nominal possession is 
never isolated but closely connected with the public show and public faith 
principle of Property Law, Bona Fide Acquistion, Usucaption and notional 
delivery. The fourth chapter elaborates that the main function of the indirect 













content in indirect possession. The fifth and last chapter is about the design of 
indirect possession and some analysis and suggestions of indirect possession 
system in China and reflection on it.  
Through the discussion above, we can prove the necessity of establishing 
system of indirect possession and the irreplaceable function of indirect 
possession.  Although indirect possession does not have the feature of public 
show and public faith for its structure, the concept of direct possession is built 
for public show, and indirect possession plays an important role in notional 
delivery, Usucaption.ect. It is necessary to protect the person of indirect 
possession not only in theory but also in practice. So, the indirect possession is 
essential for civil law in China. And, we should be aware that there are still 
tough problems about indirect possession. So, we should adopt a positive and 
reasonable attitude towards the future legislation about indirect possession.  
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